[Pathogenesis of peripheral cytopenias in hemophiliac patients].
The frequent occurrence of peripheral cytopenias is a common clinical fact in patients with HIV-1 infection, and its pathogenetic mechanism is not clear, although several hypotheses have been proposed. Such cytopenias are frequently observed in haemophilic patients, in whom the immunologic alteration induced by continuous antigenic stimulants derived from plasma concentrate therapy has been postulated as an additional causative factor. One-hundred and forty five haemophiliacs treated with commercial antihaemophilic concentrates were studied. The patients were divided into three therapeutic groups according to the mean number of units of therapeutic factor VIII administered per Kg every year in the four years prior to the study (group I: less than 500 U; group II: between 501 and 1500 U; group III: more than 1500 U). The occurrence of cytopenias in the patients was co-ordinated with the presence or absence of HIV infection and the therapeutic group. The statistical studies showed clear correlation between peripheral cytopenias and presence of anti-HIV markers, regardless of the amount of concentrates perceived (except for the total neutrophil count).